SHANGHAI

Visas:
you will need visas for your trip.  (Sorry if this is stating the obvious.)  You can stand in line at the Chinese Embassy in DC to get them or you can use a service, which is less hassle but, obviously, more money.  We use G3 Visas and Passports (www.g3visas.com), which has the forms and the requirements for the visas.  You just FedEx the completed forms and the passports to them, and they FedEx back to you your passports with visas.  It’s a beautiful system.

Hotels:  our favorite hotel where we have stayed is the St. Regis.  It’s in an excellent location, and the staff is very welcoming and helpful (and they speak fluent English).  Our favorite hotel chain in Asia is the Shangri-la.  While we haven’t stayed at either Shangri-la hotel in Shanghai, the chain itself is well known for having excellent service, and we have not been disappointed in any of the ones we’ve stayed at.

Transportation:  hiring a car and driver/guide is the best way to get around Shanghai.  Taxis are plentiful, but very few drivers speak English.  Always carry around the hotel’s business card, so that if you get caught needing to take a taxi, the cab driver will know where you are staying.  Also, know how to say the Chinese name of the hotel, as many cab drivers have limited literacy skills.

Must-see sites:  Shanghai is an interesting city in that it is the commercial center of China but has very little history, having really come into its own in the late 1800s/early 1900s.  (This is extremely modern by Chinese standards.)  Consequently, it is more known for its restaurant and nightclub scenes than its historical or cultural sites.  There are still many interesting things to see, just fewer than if you were in Beijing or Xian.


Shanghai Museum:  this is the one antiquities museum in the city.  It is a new building and houses an amazing collection of antique bronzes, as well as antique porcelain, jade, and paintings.  A thorough tour of the museum will take you 2-3 hours.


The Bund:  this is the street that houses all of the Western European architecture and buildings in Shanghai.  It is a bit surreal to see a late 19th century European street in a city of 17 million Chinese, and it is well worth the walk.  Many of the buildings used to house important government officials after the Europeans left, and some are still government buildings.  However, many of these buildings now house high-end retail stores and restaurants.  It takes about an hour to walk down the Bund.
Shanghai City Museum:  this is located in the Oriental Pearl Tower (see below) and is a very nicely done museum laying out the history of the city of Shanghai.  The history of the city isn’t particularly lengthy, but it is colorful, and the museum does a nice job with the exhibits.  It is a pretty interactive museum, which is good for kids.  The museum will take you 1-2 hours.
Oriental Pearl Tower:  you can see aerial views of Shanghai from different angles at the top of this tower.  There is also an outside observation deck with clear floors so that you can see all the way down.  This is not for the faint of heart, even if heights don’t usually bother you.  For an additional fee, you can also go up to the highest part of the Pearl Tower to look at the views.
There is also a fairly tame indoor roller coaster in the tower (which, again, can be ridden for an additional fee).  The tower (not including the museum) will take you about an hour.
Shanghai Science & Technology Museum:  this is a good spot to take kids.  In addition to all of the gadgets and hands-on experiments for the kids, there are also IMAX movies.  This is an extremely interactive museum.  The kids loved the museum, and it will take you 2-3 hours, depending on how many IMAX movies you are convinced to go see.

Shanghai Aquarium:  this is a very impressive aquarium (much more so than the Blue Zoo in Beijing), and the kids loved it.  There is a moving walkway that leads you through a large aquarium where you can see all sorts of aquatic life swimming all around you.  It will take you 2-3 hours to do thoroughly.
Restaurants:  Shanghai cuisine is generally less spicy and a little bit sweeter than Beijing cuisine.  

Din Tai Feng:  as in Beijing, this is one of Jim’s favorite restaurants.  It originated as a restaurant in Taiwan, and it specializes in Taiwanese “little eats.”  The xiaolongbao (little dumplings with various types of fillings) are superb.  The side dishes are done a little differently to accommodate the Shanghai palate (a little sweeter, a little less spicy), but the food is no less scrumptious.

